This issue brings together several of the many papers presented at the Second International Congress of the Asia Pacific Society of Infection Control, held in Singapore from March 14-17, 2004.

The Congress was originally scheduled to be held in July 2003. However, the severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) outbreak in early 2003 had a negative impact on travel globally, on a scale never seen before, and Singapore had the dubious honor of being in the thick of the action. The Congress therefore had to be postponed to March 2004. On the plus side, the organizers responded with a revised scientific program to include SARS. We are glad to have a paper on Singapore\'s national response, with emphasis on quarantine measures taken. This was a unique exercise never conducted before, and it required much planning and logistics support, legislation, and cooperation from all residents involved, for successful enforcement.

Lest we get carried away with the day-to-day issues of infection control practices, it is timely to take stock and review past experiences and the future direction of infection control. Two articles touch on this. "Infection control and quality health care in the new millennium" was delivered as the keynote lecture at the Congress. The author reviewed how infection control developed from the pioneer days of Ignaz Semmelweis and Florence Nightingale and evolved to the trends and programs adopted currently. Although surveillance remains the primary tool of prevention, changing behavior and shifting social norms at multiple levels through the health care worker community are among the key challenges of infection control today. The practice has evolved from single practitioner/discipline to a multidisciplinary team approach, involving all stratas/levels in the health care facility, with an impact on financing bodies, international surveillance systems, and state/country epidemiology programs.

Two articles from Michael Brady give an overview of infectious diseases in out-of-home child care facilities and neonatal intensive care units respectively. Finally, "Surveillance, prevention and control of legionellosis in a tropical city-state," gives an account of the epidemiology of legionellosis and control measures taken for prevention of outbreaks in Singapore.
